During his tenure at the University of Maryland, he taught plant propagation, greenhouse crop production, and nursery plant production. He served as advisor to more than 2000 undergraduate students, and was major advisor to 41 students obtaining MS degrees and 15 doctoral students.
His research included breeding of poinsettia and kalanchoe, nutrition of greenhouse cut roses and carnations, and atmospheric enrichment of carbon dioxide in greenhouses in cut roses and carnation production.
Dr were developed at the National Arboretum through close collaboration with the Friends of the National Arboretum, National Bonsai Foundation, National Capital Area Federation of Garden Clubs, and many other organizations. During this time, he also spearheaded a revision of the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map, resulting in the widely used map published in 1990.
After his retirement from a distinguished career in federal service in 1993, at an age when many step back from the working world, Marc began a second term as president of the American Horticultural Society (AHS) (a post he first held from 1974 to 1978). During his tenure, he coordinated the release of AHS's Plant Heat Zone Map and coauthored a book on heat zone gardening. In addition, he served as co-editor-in-chief of the AHS A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants. He continued his affiliation with the organization by serving as its president emeritus from 1997 until 2005, when he and his wife returned to North Carolina.
Marc is survived by his wife of 50 years, Mary Jackson Cathey; their daughter, Marcy E. Cathey, and her husband, Aaron Frank; their son, Henry M. Cathey, Jr., and his wife, Jodi; and four granddaughters.
Marc was a very effective communicator, not only as a respected and widely cited author, but, for many years, in great demand as a dynamic lecturer and radio and television personality. Within the discipline of horticultural science, he also used his communication skills and shared his expertise to inspire and
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mentor many students and young scientists. His devotion to making the world a finer and more beautiful place through the transforma- 
